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Wilson, John A., ,,The Burden of Egypt‘: An Interpretation of Ancient Egyptian Culture
,University of Chicago Press, Chicago (1951).pp.226
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(Orig. English ed.) Sagan, Carl. Broca's Brain: Reflections on the Romance of Science. New
York: Random House, 1979.
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“If the statistics are right, the Jews constitute but one percent of the human race. It
suggests a nebulous dim puff of star dust lost in the blaze of the Milky Way. Properly
the Jew ought hardly to be heard of; but he is heard of, has always been heard of. He
is as prominent on the planet as any other people, and his commercial importance is
extravagantly out of proportion to the smallness of his bulk. His contributions to the
world's list of great names in literature, science, art, music, finance, medicine, and
abstruse learning are also way out of pro-portion to the weakness of his numbers. He
has made a marvelous fight in this world, in all the ages; and has done it with his

hands tied behind him. He could be vain of himself, and be excused for it.
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. 86-87 1y "M NLLNN MYPWR! Neoa Y
Berdiaev, Nikolai, "The Meaning Of History", Moscow Academy of Spiritual Culture, New
York: Scribner's, 1936. pp. 86-87.
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188
Sy
"Concerning the Jews" by Mark Twain, Harpers Magazine, 1899. Republished in "The
Complete Essays of Mark Twain" Doubleday 1963 pp. 249
189
SPOY
"The Ancient World" by Prof. T.R. Glover, Queen's University - Kingston, Ontario Penguin
Books, Baltimore 1964, pp. 184-191
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»What Is A Jew?" by Lev Nikolaievitch Tolstoy, "Jewish World" periodical, London 1908.
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ABSTRACT

The present study tries to focuses on the way in which Mimonides might have thought
before writing his thirteen principles. It shows how historical and socio-political
changes have influenced transformations in Jewish identities, and how Jews
responded to the changes in their religious-social milieu. The study rests on the
premise that identity cannot arise in isolation, but its emergence and development can
only be achieved through social interactions. Embedded in a historical and social
context, identity is treated as a product of the interaction of the individual and his

environment, in which an individual is an active participant.

METHODOLOGY

This study is a socio-religious research dealing with data about the social world. The
present study is about how religious identities are constructed in the social context. It
aims to investigate how Jews construct their identities, how they think about and
communicate the meanings of their identities in comparison with other socio-religious
societies. The purpose is to understand the world of the Jews, to relate it to the
particular social relations, and to interpret it within the given social context. Based on
Mimonides manuscripts and its socio-religious surrounding. Considering the
complexity, intensity and sensitivity of the issues involved, qualitative methods seem

the most appropriate methods of investigation, data collection and analysis.
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Introduction

This dissertation is trying to analyze one of Maimonides®® important works, which he
wrote in his commentary on the Mishnah (tractate Sanhedrin, chapter 10), compiles
what he refers to as the Shloshah-Asar Ikkarim, the Thirteen Articles of Faith,
compiled from Judaism's 613 commandments found in the Torah. Maimonides refers
to these thirteen principles of faith as "the fundamental truths of our religion and its
very foundations."

We start with general introduction to the beginning of Jewish philosophy, the leaders
of the Jewish philosophy and its routs. Followed by a background to Maimonides
decision to write these principles and the reasons he gave them a dogmatic weight.
The 13 principles of faith dealing with the following issues: The existence of God,
God's unity, God's spirituality and incorporeality, God's eternity, God and
intermediations, Revelation through God's prophets, The preeminence of Moses
among the prophets, God's law given on Mount Sinai, The immutability of the Torah
as God's Law, God's foreknowledge of human actions, Reward of good and
retribution of evil, The coming of the Jewish Messiah and The resurrection of the
dead.

These principles were controversial when first proposed, evoking criticism by Hasdai

Crescas and Joseph Albo. They evoked criticism as minimizing acceptance of the

260 Maimonides (1135-1204) was a Jewish rabbi, physician, and philosopher in Spain and Egypt

during the Middle Ages. He was one of the various medieval Jewish philosophers who also influenced
the non-Jewish world. Although his copious works on Jewish law and ethics were initially met with
opposition during his lifetime, he was posthumously acknowledged to be one of the foremost rabbinical
arbiters and philosophers in Jewish history. Today, his works and his views are considered a
cornerstone of Orthodox Jewish thought and study. Maimonides' full name was Moshe ben Maimon
(Hebrew: 117m™ 12 nwn). However, he is most commonly known by his Greek name, Moses
Maimonides. More Jewish works refer to him by the Hebrew acronym of his title and name — Rabbi
Moshe ben Maimon — calling him the RaMBaM or the Rambam.
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entire Torah (Rabbi S. of Montpelier, Yad Rama, Y. Alfacher, Rosh Amanah), and
were effectively ignored by much of the Jewish community for the next few centuries.
("Dogma in Medieval Jewish Thought", Menachem Kellner). However, these
principles became widely-held; today, Orthodox Judaism holds these beliefs to be
obligatory, and that anyone who does not fully accept each one of them as potentially
heretical. Two poetic restatements of these principles (Ani Ma'amin and Yigdal)
eventually became canonized in the "siddur" (Jewish prayer book).

The main task of this work is to emphasis, through the 13 principles of faith, the
theological differences between Judaism and other religions, mainly Christianity and
Islam, which we claim was definitely among other of Maimonides intentions while
decided to write them, as he saw great danger to Judaism, from out side by Islam a

true monotheistic religion, and from the inside by the Karaites Jews.

The 13 principles of faith by Maimonides

1. Ibelieve with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is the Creator
and Guide of everything that has been created; He alone has made, does make,
and will make all things.

2. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is One, and
that there is no unity in any manner like His, and that He alone is our God, who
was, and is, and will be.

3. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is not a body,
and that He is free from all the properties of matter, and that there can be no

(physical) comparison to Him whatsoever.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is the first and
the last.

I believe with perfect faith that to the Creator, blessed be His Name, and to Him
alone, it is right to pray, and that it is not right to pray to any being besides Him.
I believe with perfect faith that all the works of the prophets are true.

I believe with perfect faith that the prophecy of Moses, our teacher, peace be
upon him, was true, and that he was the chief of the prophets, both of those who
preceded him and of those who followed him.

I believe with perfect faith that the entire Torah that is now in our possession is
the same that was given to Moses, our teacher, peace be upon him.

I believe with perfect faith that this Torah will not be changed, and that there
will never be any other Law from the Creator, blessed be His name.

I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His name, knows all the
deeds of human beings, and all their thoughts, as it is said: “[He] that fashioned
the hearts of them all, [He] that comprehends all their actions.”

I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, rewards those
that keep His commandments and punishes those that transgress them.

I believe with perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah; and even though he
may tarry, with all this I wait every day for his coming.

I believe with perfect faith that there will be a revival of the dead at the time
when it shall please the Creator, blessed be His name, and exalted be His Name

for ever and ever.
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Short review of the main issues in thel3 principles

The first theological Principle: “The existence of God”
The issues been raised in this principle are: Can the existence be proved?
We try to see that through: Internal-ethical research, the human physical
dimension, spiritual immaterial research, cosmological research, the Laws
and the order of the nature as prove for God existence and “The physico-
theological argument” Kant vs. Maimonides.
The First Foundation is to believe in the existence of the Creator, blessed be He. This
means that there exists a Being that is complete in all ways and He is the cause of all
else that exists. He is what sustains their existence and the existence of all that
sustains them. It is inconceivable that He would not exist, for if He would not exist
then all else would cease to exist as well, nothing would remain. And if we would
imagine that everything other than He would cease to exist, this would not cause His,
HaShem's, blessed be He, existence to cease or be diminished. Independence and
mastery is to Him alone, HaShem, blessed be His Name, for He needs nothing else
and is sufficient unto himself. He does not need the existence of anything else. All
that exists apart from Him, the angels, the universe and all that is within it, all these
things are dependent on Him for their existence.
From first glance — by putting G-d’s existence under human research there is a
contradiction. Since the Creator by its sense is above the nature and at the same time
is activating it, and as such he is above human brain that is trying to research him. The

human brain is limited in his abilities, he cannot really realize a spiritual power, and
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therefore cannot understand the thoughts of the creator or his size. From the other
hand, a human has a commonsense and logic, those are instruments that help him to
research his environment and to run his life optimally. Those instruments though are
limited, they are our best and our only possibility to appreciate G-d. More than that if
G-d was recognized in our senses clearly and sharply then the human was acting
almost as a robot, the spiritual powers were part of the laws of the nature and the
human was obeying them because he has to, not from a free and ethical choice. One
of the main elements of the creation of a human being is his free choice; he was
created to face the question and the doubt. His task is to search and to research in this
question and to know: is there a supreme power that created the world? On the answer
depends his whole different way of life. Mimonides write that the first foundation is
taught to us in the first statement of the Ten Commandments: "I am the LORD your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” (Exodus
20:2, Deuteronomy 5:6).

The Tanach has allot of expressions that are asking us to know God not only to
believe in him. Mimonides is including this element as an active commandment in his
Halachic codex Mishneh Torah: “The element of all elements and the pillar of all
wisdoms is to know that there is there a first existence, and he made all that exist, and
all the existing in the sky and in the land and between them are exist because of his
existence... and knowing this is an active commandment as it is written: "I am the
LORD your God” ... and this is the big Foundation that all depend on it.”(Mishneh
Torah, Laws of the Foundations of the Torah 1,1-6). This is an active mitzvah and not

only belief, simply since it is impossible to command on a belief but on actions.
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Therefore a man need to know, and to do so he needs to learn, search and research till
reaching it.

The existence of G-d can derive even without the Sinaitic revelation, from few
dimensions:

1. The moral-internal dimension — the human has an internal subjective knowledge of
the existence of God. This is an internal conscience that feels the existence of the
supreme leadership.

2. In the human there is spiritual immaterial dimension- concepts such as thoughts,
awareness, feelings, moral, will, choice etc cannot be explained solely as a
materialistic concepts.

3. The human physical dimension- Looking at the human and animal’s body- bring us
to see the sophistication of our body. Even the father of the Evolution theory, Darwin,
he couldn’t ignore those amazing systems in our body and in a letter to his friend the
famous American botanist Asa Gray, in 1861 two years after his book The Origin Of
Species came out, he raised some doubts about his theory and concerning the eyes
system he wrote: "The eye to this day gives me a cold shudder”. Allot of issues
stayed without an explanation but they are not minimizing the idea of the creation.

4. In a cosmological review we see an amazing order; order is prove of a plan and of a
creator. Is it possible that our world that is strictly organized and functioning by laws
of nature, so strictly that one change could cause chaos, is it possible that all this is an
accident? The probability of ink falling on the ground and as a result the bible was

created is much higher. King David is standing in front of the beautiful and the
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sophisticated world, watching and expressing the Jewish approach: “How great are
your works, O LORD! Thy thoughts are very deep!”(Psalm 92,6)
The laws of the nature that are testifies its routines, is a great strength to the belief in
God. The great poet is singing: “Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night
declares knowledge: There is no speech, nor are there words, their voice is not
heard” (Psalm 19, 2-3).
Immanuel Kant thinks that admitting in the existence of a Supreme cause which he
called “The physico-theological argument”, is ”a necessity of the human mind”, he
argue that it is simply impossible to prove the existence of God. But one argument he
is really admiring and that is the existence of God through a magnificent spectacle of
order, variety, beauty, and the laws of the nature, and on that he writes the following:
“This argument (of seeing God through the magnificent spectacle of order, variety,
beauty, and the laws of the nature, K.D.) always deserves to be mentioned with
respect. It is the oldest, the clearest, and that most in conformity with the common
reason of humanity. It animates the study of nature, as it itself derives its existence
and draws ever new strength from that source. «261
It is very clear that on this Issue Kant, aware or not, is walking in a path that was
defined allot of years before him by King David in Psalm and by Mimonides in his

books.

2! Tmmanuel Kant - Critique of Pure Reason, II Part, IT Division, II Book, Chapter I1I, Section VI.
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The second theological Principle: “The unity and the exclusivity of God”

The issues been raised in this principle are: The monotheism and its source,

Monotheism and polytheism, The Jewish Monotheism and the Monotheism

of Plato, The Jewish Monotheism and the holy trinity in Christianity, The

Jewish Monotheism and the Islam.

Judaism is based on a strict Unitarian monotheism, the belief in one God. The
prayer par excellence in terms of defining God is the Shema Yisrael, "Hear O Israel,
the Lord is our God, the Lord is One", also translated as "Hear O Israel, the Lord is
our God, the Lord is unique/alone.” Maimonides write: "/God], the Cause of all, is
one. This does not mean one as in one of a pair, nor one like a species (which
encompasses many individuals), nor one as in an object that is made up of many
elements, nor as a single simple object that is infinitely divisible. Rather, God is a
unity unlike any other possible unity. This is referred to in the Torah (Deuteronomy
6:4): "Hear Israel, the Lord is our God, the Lord is one."

Maimonides describes God in this fashion: "There is a Being, perfect in every
possible way, who is the ultimate cause of all existence. All existence depends on God
and is derived from God."
The idea of God as a duality or trinity is heretical - it is considered akin to polytheism.
The Jewish idea of the exclusivity of God is rejecting Plato Monotheism that assumed
the existence of an ancient material parallel to God, as well rejecting Aristotle
Monotheism that assumed the unity of the sky in the same level of the unity of God.
Christians claim to profess belief in one God. Historically, most Christian

churches have taught that the nature of God is something of a mystery: while being a
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unity, God also manifests as three persons: God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Spirit (collectively called the Trinity), the classic Christian "three becomes one"
formula. Typically, Christian orthodoxy holds that these three persons are not
independent but are one, meaning sharing the same essence or substance of divinity.
The true nature of the Trinity is held to be an inexplicable mystery, deduced from
New Testament but developmentally is the result of theological debate in the Council
of Nicea in 325, codified in 381, and reached its full development through the work of
the Cappadocian Fathers. However, some critics consider that Christianity is a form of
Tritheism, while this might be true in some instances, Christianity is properly
understood as Tripartite monotheism. Some Christian denominations, such as the
Roman Catholic Church practice Veneration of Saints, which critics claim is a form of
polytheism. However, Roman Catholic teaching regards veneration of saints and
prayers to saints as no different from petitioning a living person to pray to God on
behalf of the petitioner.

Islam is a fully monotheistic religion. This monotheism is absolute, not
relative or pluralistic in any sense of the word. The Islamic creed, is the declaration of
belief in the oneness of God and the prophethood of Muhammad. It goes as follows “/
testify that there is no deity worthy of worship but Allah, and I testify that Muhammad
is Allah's prophet”. Its declaration and belief is considered the first of the Five Pillars
of Islam by Muslims. To become a Muslim one just has to sincerely believe in the
above statement inwardly and outwardly state this in front of witnesses. The prayers
in Islam involve explicit monotheistic testimony. According to Islam the "oneness of

God" is the primary teaching of all prophets of God (including Jesus) sent to
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humanity for guidance. Furthermore, Islam considers Christianity's Trinity polytheism
and a distortion of Jesus's original message of oneness of God. This specific principle
is showing why Maimonides needed to write the principles; exactly because in this

principle Islam think the same we shall put a fence.

The third theological Principle: “The transcendentalism of God, He is not
physical™
The issues been raised in this principle are: Transcendentalism versus
Pantheism, The Transcendentalism of God versus the idea of Pantheism,
The house of worshiping in Judaism in Christianity and Islam, The
Pantheism of Spinoza - DUES SIVE NATURA the mono-pantheism,
Transcendentalism and Pantheism in Christianity and Islam.
God is non-physical, non-corporeal, and eternal. A corollary belief is that God is
utterly unlike man, and can in no way be considered anthropomorphic. All statements
in the Hebrew Bible and in rabbinic literature which use anthropomorphism are held
to be linguistic conceits or metaphors, as it would otherwise be impossible to talk
about God at all. In two words G-d is incorporeal. G-d is infinite; we are finite; it is
physically impossible for a finite construction such as the human mind to contain a
concept of the infinite like G-d's essence.
In all places where the Holy Scriptures speaks of Him in physical terms, as walking,
standing, sitting, speaking and anything similar, it is always metaphorical, as our

Sages of blessed memory said, "The Torah speaks in the language of men”. This third
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foundation is referred to when the Torah says, "For you did not see any form"
(Deuteronomy 4:15).

Judaism stresses the Transcendentalism of G-d, G-d being out of the physical
territory. The divine-metaphysic existence is eternal and existed since before the
physical world was created. The description of the creation showing that the world
was created as a result of G-d's Transcendental will, there was no overlapping
between G-d and the creation. As King David write:” with the word of G-d skies were
made” (psalm 33,6). At the same time Judaism is stressing that G-d is behind the
entire daily existence even thaw he is out of it. In that Judaism is different from
Aristotle’s concept that relating some independent power and influence to the powers
of the Nature. Judaism is different not only from Aristotle’s view but from all form of
Pantheism; the material Pantheism of Spinoza that see G-d as the Nature DUES SIVE
NATURA. Judaism rejects as well the spiritual Pantheism of Plato that see all the
cosmos existence as a metaphysic expression of the divine activity. Pantheism by
Judaism is simply another form of paganism.

In the practical aspect materialization of G-d is paganism and contradicting the Ten
Commandments "You shall have no other gods before me. Do not make any Idol and
any picture that is in the sky above and that is on the earth under and that is in the
water under the earth: do not band over to them and do not worship them”. (Exodus
20, 3-4). 1t is not easy to worship abstract G-d as we are physicals, human flash and
blood. As we see in the Torah how our fathers in the desert, after receiving the Ten
Commandments made the sin of the golden calf. Later on when our nation settled in

the holy land the kept on sinning with worshipping their neighbors idols. Our nation

Inter-religious and Comparative study on the thirteen principles of the Jewish belief by Maimonides

0731970 ONHHD I LY DEVE SY ONEM H7 P3 YD



DOI: 10.13146/0OR-ZSE.2007.001

Rabbi Kotel Dadon - 126 - DOCTORAL DISSERTATION

was like an island in the sea of paganism and polytheism. Our Torah forbade Idolatry
our prophets kept on warning us from doing that, and our sages kept on teaching us
this important principle of the Jewish faith. ~As a result to this foundation it is
forbidden to put any Idol or to hang any picture in the synagogue. A house of worship
that has any Idols in it, it is forbidden to enter to it, as it is a house of Idolatry.
Therefore it is forbidden to enter to a church, definitely a Catholic one, that has allot
of pictures and Idols. Entry to musk is allowed as Islam is forbidding entrance of Idols

and pictures as well.

The forth-theological Principle: “God is the first”
The issues been raised in this principle are: God and the creation -
Maimonides and the Greeks philosophy (Aristotle and Plato), Order in the
Nature!?, The Sinai Revelation and the Creation of the world, What was
before the Nature? Christianity and Islam on the Creation
Judaism say that God is eternally existent. Related to the notion of eternal existence is
the concept of God as Creator, as a being completely independent of "everything else"
that exists because he created everything else. Maimonides reject the Greeks
philosophy that claim that the world is ancient. It is common to observe that finite
human beings cannot fully understand eternity, since it is either an infinite amount of
the time we know or something other than the time and space we know. If this
premise is true, then it follows that God is independent of both space and time, since

these are properties of the universe. So according to this notion, God exists before
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time began, exists during all moments in time, and would continue to exist if
somehow the universe and time itself were to cease to exist.

The laws and order in the Nature is something that appears in the bible while it is only
confirmed recently in since. Maimonides is claiming against Aristotle idea that if
indeed the laws are deterministic the revelation on Mount Sinai, that was a big change
in these laws, couldn’t take place?

What was before the Nature? Science can’t help us it can only analyze what exist and
not before existence. Christianity and Islam like Judaism says that the universe was

created in "days" or "steps".

The fifth-theological Principle: “Serving God without any intermediates”
The issues been raised in this principle are: Intermediations in Judaism and
Moses grave, Intermediations in Christianity mainly in the Roman-catholic
Church, Intermediations in Islam
Any belief that an intermediary between man and God could be used, whether
necessary or even optional, has traditionally been considered heretical. Maimonides
writes that "God is the only one we may serve and praise....We may not act in this way
toward anything beneath God, whether it be an angel, a star, or one of the
elements.....There are no intermediaries between us and God. All our prayers should
be directed towards God; nothing else should even be considered."
In Judaism the disappearance of Moses grave location was explained because of the
danger that people might make out of him an Idol or intermediate. This view is been

shared by Islam as well, while Christianity see it much different especially the Roman
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Catholicism. Catholics believe that no priest, as an individual man, however pious or
learned, has power to forgive sins. This power belongs to God alone; however, God
can and does exercise it through the Catholic priesthood. Catholics believe God

exercises the power of forgiveness by means of the sacrament of Penance.

The sixth theological Principle: “The prophecy”
The issues been raised in this principle are: The source of prophecy,
Prophecy in Judaism and the Sinai Revelation, The importance of prophecy
as a foundation of the Jewish belief, who is the prophet? And what’s his
role?, The prophet and the Jewish Law, Metaphysic intervention vs. the
Jewish law, Prophets and prophecy in Christianity and in Islam, The
prophecy and its period in Judaism and in other religions.
Judaism is the only religion in the world that started with a revelation of God to a
whole nation, this is important because it is proving the existence of prophecy and the
truth of the Torah that was given in prophecy.
Maimonides agrees with "the philosophers" in teaching that, man's intelligence being
one in the series of intelligences emanating from God, the prophet must, by study and
meditation, lift himself up to the degree of perfection required in the prophetic state.
But here, he invokes the authority of "the Law", which teaches that, after that
perfection is reached, there is required the "free act of God", before the man actually
becomes a prophet. The prophet is bringing the word of God but he has no advantage
on the sages of the Jewish law. Any Metaphysic intervention made by him cannot

bring him advantage on the sages.
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According to the Torah, at a minimum the criteria for a person to be considered a
prophet in Judaism are that they must follow the God of Israel (and no other God),
they mustn’t describe God differently than He is known to be from Scripture, they
mustn’t advocate change to God's word or things that contradict His already-stated
eternal word, and the things they do speak of must come to pass (Deuteronomy 13:1-
5;18:18-22). As Judaism believes that God's word is true eternally, one who claims to
speak in God's name but diverges in any way from what God himself has said,
logically cannot be inspired by divine authority. Deuteronomy 13:1 states simply, "A//
this which I command you, that shall ye observe to do; thou shall not add thereto, nor
diminish from it." Even if someone who appears to be a prophet can perform
supernatural acts or signs, no prophet or dreamer can contradict the laws already
stated in the Bible (Deuteronomy 13:1-5;18:18-22). Thus, any divergence from the
tenets of Biblical Judaism espoused by Jesus or Muhammad would disqualify them
from being considered a prophet in Judaism. This was the view adopted by Jesus' and
Muhammad contemporaries, as according to rabbinical tradition as stated in the
Talmud (Sotah 48b) "when Malachi died the Prophecy departed from Israel.” As
Malachi lived centuries before Jesus and Muhammad it is clear that the rabbis of

Talmudic times did not view them as a divinely-inspired prophet.

The seventh theological Principle: “The quality of Moses prophecy”
The issues been raised in this principle are: Legal quality of Moses
prophecy, The quality of Moses prophecy, Islam and Christianity on Moses

and his prophecy.
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Moses is held to be the chief of all prophets, even of those who came before and after
him. This belief was expressed by Maimonides, who wrote that "Moses was superior
to all prophets, whether they preceded him or arose afterwards. Moses attained the
highest possible human level. Moses is distinguished from the prophecies of all other
prophets in four regards: First, every other prophet received prophecy through an
intermediary, Moshe did not have an intermediary, as it says, "Mouth to mouth I speak
to him." (Numbers 12:8). Second, all other prophets only receive their prophecy either
when they are sleeping, as we find in numerous places or in a vision by day when a
trance has fallen over them which removes all their senses and leaves their mind open
as in a dream. Moshe received his prophecy by day as it says, "If prophets are among
you then I, HaShem, make myself known to them through a vision, in a dream I speak
to him. It is not so with my servant Moshe, he is trusted in all my house. I speak to him
mouth to mouth, in a vision without puzzlement. He gazes at the image of God."
(Numbers 12:6-8). Third, when a prophet receives prophecy, he would be weakened
by it and his body would shudder. He would be stricken with a very great fear almost
to the point that his spirit would leave his body, but Moshe, may he rest in peace, was
not so, rather, the word came to him and he did not experience trembling and
shivering in any way, as it says, "And HaShem spoke to Moshe face to face, as a man
speaks to his friend"” (Exodus 33:11). Fourth, all the prophets were unable to receive
prophecy when they willed it but only when HaShem, blessed be He, wished it.
Moshe, may he rest in peace, [could prophesize] at any time he wished. As he said,

"Wait and I will hear what HaShem has commanded you" (Numbers 9:8). This
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Principe is rejecting both the standpoint of Christianity and Islam as they see Jesus

and Muhammad as the greatest one.

The Eighth theological Principle: “Torah is from Heaven”
The issues been raised in this principle are: Sinai Revelation and the Torah,
A revelation to a nation, The content of the Torah as a witness to its divine
source research on the ethical, theological and the scientific dimensions of
the Torah, The written Torah and the oral Torah, The Sadducees and the
Pharisaic, The Karaism.
Rabbinic Judaism holds that the Torah extant today is the same one that was given to
Moses by God on Mount Sinai. Maimonides explains: "We do not know exactly how
the Torah was transmitted to Moses. But when it was transmitted, Moses merely wrote
it down like a secretary taking dictation....[Thus] every verse in the Torah is equally
holy, as they all originate from God, and are all part of God's Torah, which is perfect,
holy and true.". Judaism view the Written and Oral Torah as the same as Moses
taught, for all practical purposes. The revelation on Sinai in front of the whole nation
is proving the authenticity of the Torah. Moses personality and the way it is described
in the Torah, is proving its authenticity. The content of the Torah is proving its
authenticity; the ethical level of the Torah is far above the ethical level of the
surrounding civilization at the time it was given and still so today. So is the situation
regarding the theological level monotheism vs. polytheism. As well the source of the
scientific knowledge appears in the Torah (zoology, astronomy...) is simply derive

from the Devine.
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The Written Torah and the Oral Torah are in the same hierarchic level. The oral Torah
was rejected not only by other religouns but by internal fractions and sects in Judaism
that did not accept it, the most famous were the Sadducees during the seconr temple

and the Karaitic from the 8" century till the Middle Ages.

The Ninth theological Principle: “The Torah was transcribed from the Creator
and we may not add to it or remove from it, neither in the Written Torah nor in
the Oral Torah”
The issues been raised in this principle are: The perfection of the Torah, its
completeness and its eternity, The authenticity of the Torah- Judaism,

Christianity and Islam, The Transcription - Tradition and the Mesora

This Principe speaks of the perfection of the Torah, its completeness, its eternity and
its authenticity. The Torah we hold, and no other, was transcribed from the Creator
and we may not add to it or remove from it, not in the Written Torah or in the Oral
Torah, as it says, "...you shall not add to it, nor diminish from it" (Deuteronomy 13:1).
The authenticity of the Torah is one of the most amazing things, till today 3,300 years
after it was given no one came and claim: “there is a different version of the Tora!”,
not a chapter or a sentence. The authenticity was kept through very strict rolls known

as the “Mesora”.

Maimonides wrote that people who deny the Godly source of the teaching of the
mouth are to be considered among the heretics, and that one who kills a heretic is

afforded a tremendous mitzvah for removing a stumbling block for the pious (Hilchot
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Mamrim 3:2) However, at the same time Maimonides holds (ibid. 3:3) that most of
the Karaites and others who claim to deny the "teaching of the mouth" are not to be
held accountable for their errors in the law because they are led into error by their
parents and are thus referred to as a tinok she'nishba, or a captive baby. There are big
differences in the practice between the rabbinic and the Karaites among them:
Karaites have different Calendar as they rely on observations of the Moon only.
During the Jewish Shabbat Karaites refrain from sexual relations on the day. Karaites
extinguish all household lighting, both natural and artificial, until the Sabbath ends.
Contrary to the beliefs of some, Karaites do not wear tefillin in any form. Mezuzot.
Karaites interpret the scripture that mandates inscribing the Law on doorposts and city
gates as a metaphorical admonition, therefore, they do not put up mezuzot. This
principal excluding few groups: The Karaitic sect that rejected the Oral Torah,
Christians and Islam that rejected the perfectness of the Torah while adding the New
Testament and the Quran rejected the eternity of the Torah while canceling the

commandments of the Torah.

The Tenth theological Principle: “God knows the actions of mankind”
The issues been raised in this principle are: God’s providence in the Jewish
belief, in the tradition and in biblical literature, The ways of God
providence, The free choice between good and bad in Jewish philosophical
literature, God’s Providence vs. Human free choice, Judaism and other

religions on God’s Providence and Human free choice, God’s Providence
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and Human free choice in the period of the 2nd temple the Sadducees and

the Pharisaic , Human free choice in modern psychology

Divine providence is discussed throughout Rabbinic literature, and in
particular by the classical Jewish philosophers. The discussion brings into
consideration the Jewish understanding of nature, and its reciprocal, the miraculous.
The rationalist view which Maimonides is its representative does not deny the
occurrence of miracles, but attempts to limit it, and will rationalize the numerous
miraculous events related in the Bible and bring them within the sphere of the natural
order. Maimonides write: “This Universe remains perpetually with the same
properties with which the Creator has endowed it... none of these will ever be
changed except by way of miracle in some individual instances....” (Guide 2:29).
Providence is, in fact, a function of intellectual and spiritual activity: it is the activity,
not the person that merits providence. "Divine Providence is connected with Divine
intellectual influence, and the same beings which are benefited by the latter so as to
become intellectual, and to comprehend things comprehensible to rational beings, are
also under the control of Divine Providence, which examines all their deeds in order
to reward or punish them." (Guide 3:18).

Humans are born morally pure; Judaism affirms that people are born with a
yetzer ha-tov (27 7¥°), a tendency to do good, and with a yetzer hara (vo1 1¥°), a
tendency to do evil. Thus, human beings have free will and can choose the path in life
that they will take. The problem of free will is the problem of whether human beings
exercise control over their own actions and decisions. Addressing this problem

requires understanding the relation between freedom and causation, and determining
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whether or not the laws of nature are causally deterministic. The belief in Free will is
axiomatic in Jewish thought, and is closely linked with the concept of reward and
punishment, based on the Torah itself: "I /God] have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse: therefore choose life"(Deuteronomy 30:19). The idea of Free will
is important also in regard with understanding God's purpose in the creation. Free will
is required by God's justice, it is further understood that in order for Man to have true
free choice, he must not only have inner free will, but also an environment in which a
choice between obedience and disobedience exists.

If God know everything (Providence) where is then our s Human free choice?
Maimonides write: “The Holy One, Blessed Be He, knows everything that will happen
before it has happened. So does He know whether a particular person will be
righteous or wicked, or not? If He does know, then it will be impossible for that
person not to be righteous. If He knows that he will be righteous but that it is possible
for him to be wicked, then He does not know everything that He has created. ...[T]he
Holy One, Blessed Be He, does not have any temperaments and is outside such
realms, unlike people, whose selves and temperaments are two separate things. God
and His temperaments are one, and God's existence is beyond the comprehension of
Man... [Thus] we do not have the capabilities to comprehend how the Holy One,
Blessed Be He, knows all creations and events. [Nevertheless] know without doubt
that people do what they want without the Holy One, Blessed Be He, forcing or
decreeing upon them to do so... It has been said because of this that a man is judged

according to all his actions.” (Maimonides, Mishneh Torah, Teshuva 35,5).
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The paradox is explained by observing that God exists outside of time, and therefore,
His knowledge of the future is exactly the same as His knowledge of the past and
present. Just as His knowledge of the past does not interfere with man's free will,
neither does His knowledge of the future. Good expression of this issue is:
"Everything is foreseen; yet freewill is given" (Rabbi Akiva, Pirkei Avoth 3:15).

This issue of the providence and the free choice was controversial inside of the
nation between the Sadducees and the Pharisaic during the second temple; it was

documented by Josephus Plavious.

Islam thinkers such as Abu Hanifa and al-Ash'ari searched for ways to explain
this question how both human capacity to do right or wrong, and divine total power
could be asserted at the same time? Ash'ari develops an account of free will in which
every human action has two distinct agents. God creates the act with his divine power,
but then the human "acquires" the act, making it theirs and taking responsibility for it
using their human free choice.

While in the 19™ century the school of determinism was most popular, from
the beginning of the 20" century we see a major change, today the vast majority of

philosophers believe in free choice.

The Eleventh theological Principle: “God gives reward and punishments”

The Jewish view is that God will reward those who observe His commandments and
punish those who intentionally transgress them. Examples of rewards and
punishments are described throughout the Bible, and throughout classical rabbinic

literature. In contrast, philosophical rationalists such as Maimonides believed that
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God did not actually mete out rewards and punishments as such. In this view, these
were beliefs that were necessary for the masses to believe in order to maintain a
structured society and to encourage the observance of Judaism. However, once one
learned Torah properly, one could then learn the higher truths. In this view, the nature
of the reward is that if a person perfected his intellect to the highest degree, then the
part of his intellect that connected to God - the active intellect - would be
immortalized and eternally enjoying the "Glory of the Presence" for all eternity. The
punishment would simply be that this would not happen; no part of one's intellect
would be immortalized with God. Maimonides, relatedly, views "reward and
punishment" as manifesting in the World to Come as opposed to in this world (see
Talmud, Kiddushin 39b) — he therefore defines Divine providence as that which
facilitates intellectual attainment as opposed to as an instrument of reward and
punishment. “/The] reward given for fulfilling commandments is life in the World to
Come.. [So] where it is written that if one listens, one will receive such-and-such, and
that if one doesn't listen such-and-such will happen to one... such as plenty, famine,
war, peace, monarchy, humility, living in Israel, exile, success, misfortune ... [this
refers to that] which will aid us in fulfilling the Torah, [and which] will be influenced
to come our way so that we will not have to occupy ourselves all day in obtaining
bodily needs, but that we will be free.. to learn and gather knowledge and fulfill
commandments.” (Mishneh Torah, Teshuva 9:1)

The history is showing that the existence of the Jewish people is simply a miracle.

While other nations disappeared and left in the museum as an archeological
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exhibitions the Jewish people stayed alive. It is a prove that the Principe of Reward
and Punishment work very much alive among the Jewish people.

One of the main question asked in this issue is “The righteous suffer-the wicked
thrive”!? The book of Job is focused on this question. Judaism is distinguishing
between the Individual and the Nation, while we cant understand how God treat the
individual, we can understand God relationship with the Jewish nation as we see it
through history. We cannot understand why did the Holocaust happened? but when
we see the establishment of the state of Israel, a miracle in a biblical proportion, that

put some light.

The Twelfth theological Principle: “The Mashiach will come”
The issues been raised in this principle are: The messianic period in the
biblical eschatology, The source in Judaism, The messianic days, a
universal repentance, The messianic days, Maimonides approach, Who is
the Messiah? What’s his role in Judaism and in other religions,
Maimonides opinion on the role of other religions and their Messiahs
toward the arrival of the Messiah.

The messianic period in is the firs part of the biblical eschatology, after that will come

the resurrection followed by the next world to come. Believing in The messianic days,

is a belief in a universal repentance, time when The God of Israel will overthrow the

tyrannical nations who are oppressing Israel, war and famine will end, and an era of

peace and prosperity will come upon the Earth. Maimonides write: “The Messianic

age will be highlighted by a community of the righteous and dominated by goodness
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and wisdom. It will be ruled by the Messiah, a righteous and honest king, outstanding
in wisdom, and close to God. Do not think that the ways of the world or the laws of
nature will change, this is not true. The world will continue as it is. The prophet
Isaiah predicted "The wolf shall live with the sheep, the leopard shall lie down with
the kid." This, however, is merely allegory, meaning that the Jews will live safely,
even with the formerly wicked nations. All nations will return to the true religion and
will no longer steal or oppress.” (Hilkhot Melakhim 12)

Who is the Messiah? He is a human being who will usher in a messianic era of peace
and prosperity for both the living and the deceased, the messiah is non-supernatural.
He is called “Ben David” as he is a descendent of King David from his father side. In
the days of the Messiah a large company of Jews from all 12 tribes will return to the
Land of Israel, all of the people of Israel will come back to, or follow, Torah, The
holy Temple in Jerusalem will be rebuilt, Israel will live free among the nations, and
will have no need to defend itself. Maimonides opinion regarding the role of other
religions and their Messiahs toward the arrival of the Messiah is that they are

preparing the path of the real Messiah.

The Jewish vision of Messianic times has little to do with the Christian definition of
this term. Judaism's view of Jesus reflects Jewish views of eschatology, the
characteristics of the Messiah, the gift of prophecy, and the cosmological nature of
God, which are derived from the Torah and Biblical prophecies expressed by Isaiah,
Ezekiel, and others. According to these criteria, Jesus did not fulfill the qualifications
of the Messiah or Messianic prophecies, he was not a prophet, and it is heresy to

believe that he was divine, part of a Trinity, or an intermediary between mankind and
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God. Very few texts in Judaism directly refer to or take note of Jesus. Finally, some
Jews doubt the historical existence of Jesus. Based on a Talmudic tradition (Sotah
47a, Sanhedrin 107b) Nahmanides believed that Jesus lived 130 years prior to the date
that Christians believe he lived, contradicting the Gospel's account regarding the

years.

The Thirteenth theological Principle: “The resurrection of the dead”

The resurrection of the dead in Jewish literature, The controversy that was

raised against Maimonides, Maimonides approach, The relationship

between the resurrection of the dead and the world to come
Most of the Tanakh makes no mention of any resurrection of the dead. Thaw Elijah’s
raising of a young boy from death (1 Kings 17-23), and, Elisha’s duplication of the
feat (2 Kings 4:34-35), were viewed within the scope of Jewish worldview and
theology more as resuscitations. And there is Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry
bones being restored as a living army: a metaphorical prophecy that the house of
Israel would one day be gathered from the nations, out of exile, to live in the land of
Israel once more. The actual doctrine of a bodily resurrection is found in the book of
Daniel, where a mysterious angelic figure tells Daniel, "Multitudes who sleep in the
dust of the earth will awake; some to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting
contempt.” (Daniel 12:2), "But you, go your way till the end; for you shall rest, and
will arise to your inheritance at the end of the days." (Daniel 12:13). Other passages
in the Tanakh referring to the resurrection of the dead are: (I Sam. 2: 6) "he bringeth

down to the grave, and bringeth up", (Job 19: 26)"after my skin worms destroy this
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body, yet in my flesh shall I see God", (Isa. 26: 19) "Thy dead men shall live, together
with my dead body shall they arise", (Ezek. 37: 12) "I will open your graves, and
cause you to come up"

In the First Century B.C.E, there were debates between the Pharisees who believed in
the future Resurrection, and the Sadducees who did not, over whether or not there was
an afterlife. Formalized in the First Century C.E., the second blessing of the central
daily Jewish prayer is called Techiyat ha-Metim ("the resurrection of the dead") and
closes with the words m'chayei hameitim ("who gives life to the dead") i.e.,
resurrection.

Maimonides asserts that belief in resurrection is a fundamental truth of Judaism about
which there is no disagreement, and that it is not permissible for a Jew to support
anyone who believes differently. He cites Daniel 12:2 and 12:13 as definitive proofs
of physical resurrection of the dead. In this view, any dead who are resurrected must
eventually die again. In his discussion of the 13 principles of faith, Maimonides says
nothing of a universal resurrection. All he says it is that whatever resurrection does
take place, it will occur at an indeterminate time before the world to come, which he
repeatedly states will be purely spiritual. He writes "It appears to us on the basis of
these verses (Daniel 12:2,13) that those people who will return to those bodies will
eat, drink, copulate, beget, and die after a very long life, like the lives of those who
will live in the Days of the Messiah." Maimonides thus disassociated the resurrection
of the dead from both the World to come and the Messianic era. In his time, many
Jews believed that the physical resurrection was identical to the world to come; thus

denial of a permanent and universal resurrection was considered tantamount to
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denying the words of the Talmudic sages. For not explaining too much the
resurrection in the 13 principles some suspect him for not believing in that, as a result
they even burn his books. So for the public and for clearing his name he wrote a
special article known as “Igeret tchiyat hametim” in which he explained all this issue
in details. That resurrection had nothing to do with the messianic era nor to do with
Olam Haba. Rather, he considered resurrection to be a miracle that the book of Daniel
predicted.

Since Christianity was born out of Jewish praxis and worldview, it is
worthwhile to point out that Christianity's doctrine of resurrection is an outgrowth of
the Jewish beliefs. Early Christianity is closest to the Pharisaic view of the
resurrection, rather than that of the Sadducees who believed in no afterlife. Many of
the early Church Fathers cited the Old Testament examples listed in the Judaism
section above as either foreshadowing Jesus's resurrection, or foreshadowing or
prophesying a future resurrection of all the dead.

According to Islamic beliefs, all humans are resurrected three times simultaneously.
Those who believe in Allah and did good deeds in their lives will go to heaven and
live there for eternity. Those who did not believe in Allah and did bad deeds in their

lives will burn in hell for eternity.
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Rabbi Kotel Dadon - 145 - DOCTORAL DISSERTATION

Curriculum Vitae

Personal Information
Name: Kotel Da-Don

Place of Birth: Israel, Ber Sheva
Date of Birth: 12.12.1967
Marital Status: Married +4 children

Nationality: Israeli, Croatian

High Education and Professions
1987 — 1991 Yeshiva Hakotel, Jerusalem, Israel, army service in the IDF

Awarded Schochet Diploma

1991 — 1996 S.S.C. Rabbinical Seminar, Jerusalem, Israel
Awarded Rabbi Diploma and Cantor Diploma

1991 — 1995 Bar-Ilan University, Faculty of Law, Ramat-Gan, Israel
Awarded LL.B. Specialized in Jewish Law

1992 — 1995 Lipshits Teacher’s Training College, S.S.C. Teacher’s Seminar,

Jerusalem, Israel
Awarded Teacher Diploma
Since Jan. 2003 (till December 2005) PhD school, The University of Jewish Studies,
Budapest. Jewish Studies

Professional Experience
1993 — 1998 Rabbinical and educational activities in Europe, such as

conducting, Holidays and Seminars during holidays, especially
in Croatia, through S.S.C., JDC and W.Z.0

1996 — 1998 Teaching in Masoret Avot Jewish high school in Budapest.

1997 — 1998 Professor in Jewish studies, the Jewish University of Budapest
Lecturing in the Teachers Faculty.
Lecturing in the rabbinical Faculty.

Since Sep. 1998 Chief Rabbi of Croatia

Languages
Hebrew, Arabic, English, Hungarian and Croatian
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